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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
By Tim Bunkley 
 
     One of the most important functions that we perform as an 
organization is coming up on Tuesday, November 10, 2009.  
During this time we look back at our past and formulate plans for 
our future.  We evaluate the fiduciary responsibilities of our club 
and create budgets to meet our needs.  We take a look at all the 
programs we sponsor each year and make decisions to sunset 
some, expand others and create new ones. 
    And last but not least, one of the most important things we do 
is choose the leadership that will represent and guide all of our 
membership in the coming year.  And one of the best things 
about all of this is we are able to do it all in just under two hours!        
     Of course I am speaking about the upcoming Classic Chassis 
yearly business meeting.  For those of you who may be new to 
the organization, let me take a moment to outline the structure 
under which we are chartered as an organization: 
     Our officers are elected in two year term increments.  The 
President, Director of Membership and Treasurer each have 
concurrent two year terms.  The Director of Activities, Vice 
President and Secretary also have concurrent two year terms; 
these concurrent terms are staggered so that every year we are 
in the process of electing three new (or returning) officers to a 
new two year term.   
     The purpose of the short terms and their staggered timing is to 
keep the leadership of the club dynamic and fresh and to make 
sure that if an officer is unable to complete their term, there is 
continuity provided by the remaining officers until an replacement 
is installed. 
     I really cannot emphasize enough how important these 
positions are to the smooth functioning of the club. At our 
upcoming business meeting in November we will be electing 
another staggered term for VP, Secretary, and Activities Director.  
I want to encourage those of you who are interested in seeing 
your club continue to do well and to grow consider a two year 
commitment of service to one of these positions.   
     Classic Chassis Dallas has grown over the past years from a 
few cars meeting at a local drive-in to over 140 members that 
meet once month at a well attended dinner meeting with 
numerous activities planned and executed between those 
meetings.   
     It would be less than honest if I told you that being on our 
board was a walk in the park.  It is hard work and requires time 
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and dedication to meet responsibilities and deadlines that make 
us what we are as a club. 
     I would also be less than honest if I told it was anything less 
than tremendously rewarding to be in any of the board positions.  
Seeing your club prosper and grow and know that you had a part 
in the leadership that helped to guide it in that direction is a great 
feeling.  Just ask any of the past board members who have 
helped to build our club. 
     With that thought I leave you with the following charge:  If you 
are interested in using your skills in a leadership capacity, please 
talk to me or any of the current or past board members to get the 
real "dope" on what being a board member is all about.  I will 
wager they will tell you how much work it was and in the same 
breath how proud they are to have served.  And for those of you 
who decide to make the commitment to serve, we are looking 
forward to working with you during your term. 
                       

 

 

Calling All Club Members! 

-We Need You in the Following Positions: 

Vice President  Á   Secretary  Á   Director Of Activities 
  
     Please take a few moments to read through our club by-laws 
in your membership rosters which contains the officer 
descriptions listed for these positions.   
     While their written descriptions may sound a bit daunting, I can 
assure you that there is a template in place for each position that 
makes it relatively easy for the new officer to quickly get in the 
saddle and ride [Geez, these jobs are sounding better already, 
arenôt they? Editor.]  The club and its board welcomes new board 
members and the perspective and talent that they bring to the 
table.  We need you.  We need your skills.  We need your 
participation.  We need your ideas.   
     If you are interested in filling any of the upcoming positions, 
please talk to a current board member and express your interest.  
All it takes is a nomination from the floor during the September, 
October or November general dinner meetings and your hat will 
be placed in the ring for candidacy at the November yearly 
business meeting. 
 

 

 

 
 

RE CAP OF RECENT EVENTS 

 
      July's cruise night at Dairyette was very popular as 
members came out to brave the heat for a treat of burgers, 

root beer floats and old fashioned fun. There was a nice 
breeze to help beat the heat, and for the most part 
members ate outside in the parking lot, on lawn chairs, and 
on the tailgating on Duane Schroeder's ô64 Olds Vista 
Cruiser station wagon.  
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R E C A P    O F   A U G U S T   C L U B   E  V E N T S 

 
     August's activity was in air conditioned comfort, touring the 
new NTX Automotive Museum on Campbell Road, not far from 
UT Dallas.  Perhaps as foreshadowing, out in front of the 
museum, on the berm next to the road, was a new, silver 
Mercedes SLR Mc Claren; you could really get a great look at 
that interior with the gull-wings open!  Talk about stopping traffic!  

The Mercedes SLR Mc Claren, getting itôs óSLRô from the 

1952 Mercedes racer that inspired the 300SL óGull-wingô  

 
   The museum contains about 70,000 square feet of space, and 
there are about 65-70 cars on display or consignment, on a 
rotating basis. 

 
Circa '54 -  ô57 Mercedes 300SL Roadster.  There was a bit of 

discussion about this car: some thought it might be a 

replicar.  One thing is sure: it's missing the front bumper, 

although that adds a very '60s look to it. 

   
     Like the Mc Claren out front, the Saturday that we toured, the 
collection was heavily weighted to silver, Mercedes Benzes, with 
an amazing variety of Mercedes from the 50's to the 80's: racing 
roadsters to the big ó600ô production limousine (circa ô71), to 
sedans, coupes and convertibles of all models and years.   
     The Mercedes display also included óbarn findsô in another part 
of the museum.  There were three very oxidized, deteriorated, yet 
rare-model 50ôs Mercedes that made up a vignette: a fake barn 
façade, hay bales. It was a pretty clever way to honor once-
glorious-but-probably-never-to-be-restored cars,   
     The Museum was largely Mercedes, but it wasnôt without 
domestics or other foreign cars: there was ô55 Cadillac 60 Special 
(the only car that wasnôt behind ropes), a ô67 Firebird Convertible, 
and about six Jeeps that had appeared never to have been 

driven on pavement (including a Comanche pick-up).  There was 
a ó30s Rolls Royce, a ó60s Alfa Romeo and a pristine ó60s VW 
beetle, replete with euro roof-luggage rack.  

 
This top-of-the-line Mercedes (300 series) was named The 

Adenauer after then German Chancellor Conrad Adenauer.  

The body style was in production from ô51 ï ô62. 

 

 
A Milestone Mercedes: the 300SL. Did you know that the 

gull-wing doors were necessary because of the tubular-truss 

chassis (stability) , which ran ½ way up the side of the car?  

The 300SL had a 183 cid inline six that developed 215 bhp 

for a 0 ï 60 time of 8.5 seconds ïright in there with the 

Corvetteôs excelleration; quite remarkable for the time.   But, 

much like today, the Mercedes of 1955 cost double what a 

Corvette cost and more and a ô55 Cadillace Eldorado. 

 

 
Circa 1958 Mercedes 220 S Coupe 

 



4  

   For the most part, the cars were behind barriers, and were not 
open, so one had to strain to see the interiors. The viewing was 
also hampered by the fact that the lighting was poor ïwe only 
have pictures of cars that were well lit: a quarter of the museum 
was, for some reason, in the dark (we guess itôs still a work in 
progress).   
    There are some truly rare cars there.  We are really lucky to 
finally have a car museum in North Texas. Club members viewed 
the cars and then arranged an impromptu caravan to Gloria's 
Restaurant for more camaraderie, margaritas, and tasty 
Salvadoran food.   
 

August Cruise Night: Buckõs Prime 
     When you hear the words ócold frontô from the weather man 
during the month of August, itôs generally just an oxymoron for 
óplenty hotô instead of óblistering, blast-furnace hotô.  Well our 
Cruise Night weather was just perfect thanks to a ócold frontô. 
   That might have had something to do with the fact that a dozen 
cars had windows open, tops down, or T-tops removed.  And 
everyoneôs temperature gauges were miles south of óhotô.  
 

 
1978 Pontiac Trans AM 

 

 

 

           

Fins of different decadesé  
 

 

 
[Farthest to nearest] This picture is a great example of why 

our club is exceptional.  Where else could you see something 

as new and aerodynamic as an Azera, next to a pristine 

example of 1970s Buicks, next to the luxury of a Continental 

convertible, next to the post-war aviation influences on 

automotive design, embodied in this Studebaker, capped off 

with a 90ôs Muscle Car, represented in the Mustang? 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Pay  Attention to this section yõallð 

Weõre Covering a TON of Events here! 
 

Yearly Business Meeting Scheduled 
  
Tuesday November 10, 2009, 7pm 
La Madeleine French Bakery and Restaurant 
Mockingbird and Central Expressway 
 
      Our September activity is the annual Gay Pride Parade in 
Oak Lawn.  The parade date is Sunday September 20.  We will 
be close to the front of the parade and should have all our cars in 
the line up between noon and 12:30. Staging area is on Wycliffe 
between Cedar Springs and Maple Ave.  The club has paid for 
two slots in the parade, which gives us 100 feet of space.  We 
had a signup sheet at the August meeting, and so far we have 
the following members driving in the parade:  Terry Watson with 2 
cars, David and Tom, James Clark, Nathan, Conrad, Eddie Hall 
and Bob Carroll.  If you want to drive your car, contact Pat Sinnot 
via email, found at the front of the newsletter.  We will not have a 
booth at the Pride Festival this year.  
  
     There are many events coming up in October.  Our club 
activity is the display at the Classic Corral at the State Fair.  We 
are displaying on October 3rd.  You must have credentials, and 
have your car at the Classic Corral by 9:00 AM.  We will be able 
to leave the Corral at 6:00 PM.  We will be in Corral A this year, 
and will be showing with Big D Cruisers in Corral B1, GTO club in 
B2, and Cadillac LaSalle in Corral C.  Since we will not have an 
October meeting prior to the event, you will need to sign up at 
September's meeting, or email me to reserve your spot and your  
 


