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A Chapter of Lambda Car Club International 

PO BOX 225463    DALLAS, TX     75222 

JAN 3, 2009   Monthly Dinner Mtg.Tuesday, 6:30 pm  
               El Fenix ï 1601 McKinney Ave 
               Dallas, TX 75202 - (214) 747-6643 
 

JAN 10, 2009  3 p.m. Frontiers of Flight Museum                    
                         6911 Lemmon (by Love Field) 
 

JAN 12, 2009   7 p.m. Board Meeting   La Madelaine 
                         Mockingbird @ SMU  
 

U P C O M I N G    E V E N T S  !  
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CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB 

PO Box 22 5463 Dallas TX  75222 
www.classicchassis.com   214-446-0606 

OFFICERS 
 
President: Tim Bunkley 
 214-228-7479 
 scorpx5@yahoo.com     
 
Vice-President: Terry Watson 
 214-368-1625 
 Drtrw@aol.com    
 
Treasurer: Duane Schroeder 
 214-366-2434 
 duaneboyd51@yahoo.com    
 
Secretary: Allen Graves 
 214-520-6162 
 towrnghrybear@aim.com    
 
Director of Activities: Fred Burkle  
 214-484-0157 
 fburkle@yahoo.com    
 
Director of Membership: Ken Kramer 
 214-608-4693 
     1974pontiacgrandville@gmail.com   
 
Marketing Coordinator     Robert Gamble  
     214-357-3757 
      ragamble@swbell.net         
 
Newsletter Editor: Lee Arning 

 214-289-5968 
 larning@smu.edu   

 

P R E S I D E N Tì S    M E S S A G E  
By Tim Bunkley 

 

--a bit ahead of the game 
 
     Gelukkig Nieuwjaar!  Nouvelle année heureuse !  Glück-
liches neues Jahr!  Nuovo anno felice!   ¡Prospero Año 
Nuevo!   
     No matter how you prefer to say it, another year has 
slipped by and we are all faced with beginning another bright 
and shiny new one. Many of us are busy making new resolu-
tions and more of us are still taking stock of all the ones we did 
not keep from the past year.  Worries about jobs, the econ-
omy, health care, terrorism and politics dominated the land-
scape; yet while 2009 was 365 days of upheavals and uncer-
tainty, we all somehow, survived it and made it to the begin-
ning of 2010.  Now of course the big question is "how will 2010 
pan out for us?"  This is where I believe that people who love 
and understand old cars are bit ahead of the game.  While its 
always a good thing to find the perfectly preserved, ga-
raged  1961 Chrysler 300 for $500 that starts only after a hand 
crank and fluid change, we also know that with a little tenacity, 
attention and a lot of patience a rusted barn find can be re-
vived as well.  Old car aficionados  know that no matter how 
badly the car has been mistreated, it can be literally loved 
back into life.  We know from experience that much of life is 
just putting one foot in front of the other and finding that elu-
sive part needed to get back on the road. 
    2009 was no different for me than anyone else.  A whole 
year of uncertainty and worry about things that I mostly had no 
real, direct control over.  But now that has passed.  On a per-
sonal note I am thankful for my opportunity to have served 
Classic Chassis in my capacity as its President.  I want to 
thank my fellow board members and the membership for pro-
viding me with much joy and a wonderful learning opportunity 
over the past year.  I am looking forward to the coming year 
and the challenges mixed with good times I know it will bring to 
us all. 
     Each new year has a way of bringing perspective to our 
lives and teaches us to accept the good with the bad and be 
creative with the road that lies ahead.  I encourage each of 
you to look around you and see where a kind word or show of 
support can be offered to those who did not fare 2009 as well 
as others.  These deeds make all of our lives better and bring 
us closer together as a club and as human beings.  I also en-
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courage each of you to look for that well preserved 1961 
Chrysler 300 (preferably a convertible) languishing in 
some forgotten garage.  Selling price $500.  Then pick up 
the phone and call me.... 
Happy New Year !             Happy 2010 !   
  

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
 

PAY YOUR 2010 CCCC DUES ONLINE          
by Duane Schroeder, Treasurer 
 
http://www.lccimembers.com/  
 
 The fee structure is below: 
  
Membership and Associate Fees Breakdown 
Local Dues 
Member:     $20.00 (required)  
National Dues  
Member:      $35.00 (required)  
Add Partner $10.00    
Total.................$55.00 (less $3.00 discount for online pay-
ment : 
Total Member Only: $52.00 
Total Member & Associate: $62.00  (For those adding your 
partner as an Associate member).   
      Speaking as your treasurer, I encourage you to make 
your renewal payments now!  Yes, right now!!    

 
First Annual 2010 Board Meeting 
Tuesday January 12, 2010     7-9pm 
La Madeleine; Mockingbird and Central Expressway 

 
     You are invited to attend the first annual board meeting of 
CCCC-Dallas at the above listed time, date and place.  Our first 
board meeting of the year is important because we set goals 
and objectives for the rest of the year.  This meeting sets our 
yearly pace and we need you and your input to help do 
this.  The board at CCCC-Dallas encourages your ideas, par-
ticipation and suggestions for the direction of the club.  Please 
plan on attending. 

 
In Case You Forgoté  
New Club Shirts Are Available 
    Our Board has made getting shirts extremely easy; itôs all 
online.  There are five different shirts for you to choose from 
and you order on-line. If you have any questions about materi-
als/quality, ask Tim Bunkley or Duane Schroeder. Á Polo pull-
over shirts; $32.86 + tax:  
Á Button down, short sleeve; $33.50 + Tax 
Á Black and Red Retro-Bowling shirts are 35.95 + tax 

Á T-shirts are $14.95 + tax  

U p  c o m I n g  E v e n t s   
 

Planes, Trains and Automobiles  

By Fred Burkle, Activities Director 

 
      
     Letôs start of 2010 with an event theme ï Planes, 
Trains and Automobiles.  Over the next three months, we 
will tour the three modes of transportation right here in 
the Dallas area.  
     Please join us for the first in the series with a visit to 
the Frontiers of Flight Museum at Love Field.  We will 
meet at the museum on Sunday,10 January, at 3:00 p.m.  
The museum is located at 6911 Lemmon Ave. on the 
southeast corner of Love Field ïnear the Sewell Infiniti / 
Cadillac dealerships.  The museum entrance is at Lem-
mon & W. University.  

Admission is $8 for adults; $6 seniors. 

See museum details below.  For more information, you 
can visit the website at: http://www.flightmuseum.com/

about.htm  

Open  
Monday through Saturday ï 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Sunday ï     1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission  
Adults ï    $ 8.00 
Seniors (65 plus) ï   $ 6.00 
Youth/Students (3-17) ï  $ 5.00 
Children under 3 ï   Free 
Phone  
Museum   214 - 350 - 3600 
Museum Store   214 - 350 - 1651 

Extra Event !      Since the museum closes at 5, letôs 
dine afterward at Celebration, 4503 West Lovers Lane.  
Itôs a tad over a mile to the restaurant from the museum ï 
about a 3 minute drive.  
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The answer to the question:  

ñWhat to wear with a ô41 Chrysler concept car at a 
Concours d'elegance event?ò 

ó51 Hudson Hornet 

      Contrast this to the designs seen on any of the production 
cars of 1941 which all had front and rear fenders, and some still 
had ótrunk backsô, and you can easily see just how futuristic the  

Thunderbolt looked.  For example, compare it to the ó41 Buick  
 

pictured here, or contrast it to CCCC member James 
Clarkôs ó41 Chrysler Windsor, often at seen at club dinners. 
By the way, Jamesô Windsor also has Fluid Drive and his 
steering wheel is exactly the same design as that used in 
the Thunderboltôs.          
      The Thunderboltôs other style and design elements? 
ǐThe low stance of the car, alone, set it apart from anything 
but the Buick Y-Job.  ǐThe Buick Y-job was the first power-
operated soft top, so Chrysler raised the bar by offering this 
push-button-operated, retractable hardtop!  It would be an-
other 16 years before Ford put a retractable hardtop into 
production.   ǐThe skirted wheel wells flowed into the rocker 
panels that were specifically clad in ribbed anodized alumi-
num, evoking the feel of speed by copying the style of the 
most modern train cars. (Nash didnôt use four, skirted wheel 
wells until the 50s.)   ǐMost windshields were two-panes,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An example of ó41 styling ïthe Buick Limited 6  

split in the center; the Thunderboltôs was the largest, curved, one
-piece ever attempted at that time.   ǐThe headlights were con-
cealed. While the 30s Cords introduced this concept first, Chrys-
ler used concealed headlights only in the ô42 DeSoto and didnôt 
return to that design theme until the late 60s, when it was the fad 
among all manufacturers.   ǐThe dashboard was modeled after 
an aircraft, symmetrical and good looking, but not too much of a 
departure from 30ôs and 40ôs dashboard design. However the 
dash did boast the first back-lit gauges. 
ǐThe windows were operated by hydraulic lifts.   ǐThe doors 
were operated by hydraulic pushbuttons (inside and out).   
ǐPushbuttons were a secondary futuristic theme in the Thunder-
bolt: the concealed headlights, retractable top, doors, windows, 
and radio all featured pushbuttons. Chrysler wouldnôt get around 
to the pushbutton theme again until their famous transmission 
selectors of the 50s.   
     The Thunderbolt was first shown at the 1940 New York Auto 
Show.  Five Thunderbolts were produced, each with a distinctive 
paint selection ïsome with copper or gold colored bumpers and 
trim, clearly designed for public display (one of the criteria that 
distinguishes a concept car).       The cars toured US dealerships 
with surprising popularity: a California dealer reported 8,500 visi-
tors; but was topped by a Denver dealer who attracted 29,000.  
After their touring, the cars were later sold to Individuals, starting 
at about $6,000 each.  Four of the cars are still in existence, one 
selling in 2008 for $1.2M.        
    The envelope look wouldnôt be adopted in production cars (by 
any maker) for about another 10 years.  But look at the picture of 
this Frank Springer-designed, ô51 Hudson, and see if you donôt 
find it remarkably similar to the Thunderboltôs envelope design.  

 

http://www.flightmuseum.com/about.htm
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