
 

Upcoming Events  
 

     Here is a quick overview of Classic Chassis activi-
ties along with some other car-enthusiast events 
around the Metroplex.  See articles inside this issue 
for the CCCC events. 

Wednesday March 3rd ï Sun March 7th  

Dallas Auto Show , Dallas Convention Center 

 
Friday March 5th ï Sun March 7th  

36th Annual Fort Worth Motorama (Rod & 

Custom Show), Amon G. Carter Exhibits Hall at Will 
Rogers Memorial Center, Fort Worth  
 

Saturday March 13th  

Spring Classic Chevy Show for ô55-ô57 
Chevys, Reliable Chevrolet, 800 N Central Express-
way, Richardson  
 

Saturday March 20th  

First Cruise Night - Kellerôs Drive-In on NW 
Hwy. 

 

 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  M e s s a g e  

 

ǐ Opinion Editorial:  by Tim Bunkley 
Keeping Us Safe From Ourselves  
 
The recent circulation of the video depicting a 
(presumed) street car cruising down the trolley tracks 
in 1906 San Francisco got me to thinking about auto-
motive safety and how its history has shaped our 
thinking and expectations about the cars we drive 
versus the cars we love to drive and to collect.   
     For those of you who may have not seen the 
v ideo,  (www.you tube.com/watch_popup?
v=NINOxRxze9k ) it's a camera mounted on what is 
probably a hand-car that cruises slowly over the 
tracks in San Francisco circa 1906.  What is most 
interesting about it is the reactions of the people it 
films as it goes along the tracks.  Some stop on the 
tracks and stare as if daring the hand-car to run over 

them.  Horses, buggies, women in long skirts, groups 
of men talking and children cross the tracks just in 
front of the hand-car with only a second or two of 
clearance that would make the most ardent driver of 
today shudder from fear of a near miss.  Obviously, 
this was not a problem back then.  These people 
showed no apparent fear at the close calls associ-
ated with mechanical conveyance.   
     So, where did this fear come from?  Why are driv-
ers today so much more cautious and safety aware 
than in 1906?  There are probably so many facets to 
the answer to that question, they cannot be covered 
in this short column, but, I have researched and listed 
some of the most interesting ones below: 

(continued on page 2) 
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ǐ In the 1930s, plastic surgeon Claire L. Straith and 
physician C. J. Strickland advocated the use of seat 
belts and padded dashboards.  Strickland founded 
the Automobile Safety League of America. 
ǐ In 1934, GM performed the first barrier crash tests. 
ǐ In 1949 SAAB incorporated aircraft safety thinking 
into automobiles making the Saab 92 the first produc-
tion SAAB car with a safety cage, and the American 
Tucker was built with the world's first padded 
dashboard. 
ǐ In 1956, Ford tried (unsuccessfully) to interest 
Americans in purchasing safer cars with their Life-
guard safety package. 
ǐ In 1958 the United Nations established the World 
Forum For Harmonization of Vehicle Standards ad-
vancing auto safety. Many of the most life saving 
safety innovations, like seat belts  and roll cage con-
struction were brought to market under its auspices.  
ǐ In 1979, NHTSA began crash-testing popular cars 
and publishing the results, to inform consumers and 
encourage manufacturers to improve the safety of 
their vehicles. 
ǐ In 2009, Citroën become the first manufacturer to 
feature "Snowmotion", an Intelligent Anti Skid system 
developed in conjunction with Bosch, which gives 
drivers a level of control in extreme ice or snow con-
ditions similar to a 4x4.  
     There have even been studies done on the color 
of cars most likely to be involved in an automobile 
accident with pink being the least likely and black be-
ing the most likely to be involved in a mishap.  Now 
for those of you thinking how fortunate you are to 

have a 1954 coral pink Ford Victoria, well think 
again.  Studies also show that the lower the hood line 
of a car, the less likely it will be in an accident. So 
those of you driving a pink Mini-Cooper can breath 
the heaviest sigh of relief. 
     If you really study the history of automotive safety, 
three things become evident in its evolution: 1. Gov-
ernmental Standards; 2. Profit Motives; 3. Educating 
the public to fear an accident (remember those 
Driver's Ed films and early Brake-O commercials?).   
     We have become loathe as a society to even 
come close to an accident. Not so much the fear of 
being hurt, but the pain of the aftermath of wreckers, 
rentals and increased insurance premiums.   
     Today's modern driver has many reasons to avoid 
any kind of collision.  All this has led me conclude 
that while I enjoy the surety of turning the key in my 
late model Toyota (despite the companyôs recent 
problems) as my daily driver, there is NOTHING on 
the planet like the risk I take in merging the Alfa into 
Dallas freeway traffic or hurtling down the road at 90 
mph in a 1966 Chrysler 300 with drum brakes and an 
almost 4000 lb curb weight.  
    
  Note: It is not my intention to advocate unsafe driv-
ing practices in our classics, but, to remind each of 
us that because of safe practices, we have vehicles 
that have survived and that we can continue to enjoy 
as they were meant to be enjoyed.   
Be safe.  
            Be happy. 
                    And drive ! 

CLASSIC CHASSIS CAR CLUB  
PO Box 225463 Dallas TX  75222  

www.classicchassis.com    214 -446 -0606  

  

President Tim Bunkley scorpx5@yahoo.com 214-228-7479 

Vice-President: Terry Watson Drtrw@aol.com 214-368-1625 

Treasurer: Duane Schroeder duaneboyd51@yahoo.com 214-366-2434 

Secretary: Allen Graves towrnghrybear@aim.com 214-520-6162 

Activities Director: Fred Burkle fburkle@yahoo.com 972-484-0157 

Membership Director: Ken Kramer 1974pontiacgrandville@gmail.com 214-608-4693 

Advertising Coordinator: Robert Gamble ragamble@swbell.net 214-357-3757 

Yahoo Groups Coord: Bill Larke BLDFW@yahoo.com 214-564-2049 

Newsletter Editor: Lee Arning larning@smu.edu 214-289-5968 

https://webmail.smu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0de57c210af6467fb6becc766e4d3043&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fAutomobile_safety%23cite_note-12
http://www.classicchassis.com
mailto:scorpx5@yahoo.com
mailto:Drtrw@aol.com
mailto:duaneboyd51@yahoo.com
mailto:towrnghrybear@aim.com
mailto:fburkle@yahoo.com
mailto:1974pontiacgrandville@gmail.com
mailto:ragamble@swbell.net
mailto:BLDFW@yahoo.com
mailto:larning@smu.edu


 

Upcoming Events  
 

 

Planes, Trains and Automobiles  

 

Part 3:   March 6  

 

     For the final part of our Planes, Trains and Auto-
mobiles theme, letôs go to the 2010 Dallas Auto 
Show.  The Auto Show runs from Wednesday, March 
3rd, through Sunday, March 7th.  The club will be par-
ticipating in the show again this year by showing cars 
in the Classic Chassis corral which is located be-
tween the Z Club and Mercedes areas.  
 
     Many members may want to go to the show on 
their own, but if you want to join the club, letôs meet 
at the Convention Center entrance (at the Ford and 
Lincoln-Mercury areas) on Saturday evening, March 
6th, at 5:00 p.m.  After we look around for a couple of 
hours, we can go to Luckyôs in Oak Lawn for dinner.  
 

 
 

Dallas Auto Show Information  
 
Dates:  March 3 - 7 

Times:  

Wednesday:  4 to 10 p.m. 

Thursday:      4 to 10 p.m. 

        Friday:     11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Saturday:   10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Sunday:       11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Ticket Prices:  $11 for adults  

$5 for senior citizens  

Children 12 and under admitted free  

$1 discount coupon (off regular admission) available 

at participating franchised new car dealerships. 

For Auto Show details, visit the website at 

http://www.dallasautoshow.org/index.html  

 

 Wilson Auto Repair  
 

3133 Saturn  
Garland, Texas 75041 

972-271-3579 
www.wilsonauto.com 

 

Classic Car Repairs and Restoration  
Services Offered  

 

 

 

ǐ Complete  Frame-Off  Restoration 
& 

ǐ Classic Car Repair 
ǐ Tune Ups 
ǐ Brakes 
ǐ Electrical 

ǐ AC Repair and Installation 
ǐ Power Tops 

ǐPower Windows and Locks 
 

We are a full service Shop 
 

Other Services 
Floor Pan Installation and Fabrication 

 

22 Years at the same location  
Trust your car to someone who is older 

than your car!  
 

http://www.dallasautoshow.org/index.html
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First Cruise Night of 2010  

Saturday, March 20  

 

     It¬s time for our first cruise night 
of 2010!   
     Letôs begin the cruise season at Kellerôs Drive-In, 
located at 6537 East Northwest Highway, on Satur-
day, March 20th, at 6:30 p.m. 
        Bring your record-playinô or removable-radio 50s 
rock ón roller; or your 60s - 70s  8-Track playinô 
beauty; or your cassette-playinô honey. 
        See you  there! 
 

m e m b e r s h I p   u p d a t e  

 

If you haven¬t renewed your mem-
bership, well... youôre technically not a CCCC 

member right now!  The deadline for 
membership renewal was midnight 
February 28th.  Aw, we know: you 
got distracted by watching the 
American Bobsled team members 
(left) at the Vancouver Olympicsé   
Well, we miss you at CCCC already!    
     What you can do:  
I t ôs simple: Login to 
www.lccimembers.com and pay up!  
Youôll need to remember your LCCI 
login and password (follow the links 
if youôve forgotten your password).  
Now if youôve forgotten your e-mail 

account associated with LCCI,   or you just donôt 
want to do it online, then youôll have to ingratiate 
yourself to Board Members Duane or Ken by giving 
them your dues and a gratuity, for which theyôll do it 

for you.  Then  youôll have to follow-up with each of 

the Board Members, responsible for reinstating your 
privileges ïnewsletter, Yahoo Groups.  However you 
missed the deadline for being in the Club Roster.  

Bobsledding USA 


